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SCENE A: AXEMAN TRANSFORMATION 
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Included are my hand-written notes describing initial ideas and the eventual concept for the first scene in the 2017 walkthrough.  

 

The effect was to be a sudden transformation involving a figure of an ‘axeman’ whose head disappears, leaving a severed neck. This was to 

involve the use of a large Perspex screen covered with one-way film to create a ‘half-silvered’ mirror. Two figures (one with a head, and one 

headless) were to be positioned on either side of the mirror. A light was to be fixed above each figure, and by lighting these alternately, the 

observer would see one figure and then the other, giving the impression that the head had disappeared.  

 

Discussed in these notes are possible methods of creating the transformation, ways of optimising the effect, and a basic description of the full 

animation sequence. 

 

Originally I had described using theatrical scrim to cover the window. For the finished effect I used thinner black gauze which made the figures 

easier to see, but still hid the workings of the effect from the observer.  
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